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The printed press

• Dirt-poor illiterate share-croppers
don't read newspapers

• So newspapers aren't profitable
• Profit-oriented owners exit,
influence-seekers step in
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Oh yes, fascism didn't help
either

• The Fascists weren't as good with the
media as the Nazis

• But some of their innovations -- the
Ordine dei Giornalisti, Cinecittà -- are
still kicking around
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Quarto Potere? Magari...

• Journalists were happy writing for a
small in-the-know audience

• After all, they were artists
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From monks to mini-skirts

• From 1945 to 1975, Rai gradually
lightened up

• A key player in this was Ettore
Bernabei (DG 1960 -- 1972)
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Slouching towards reform

• Constitutional Court ruling no.s 224
and 225/74

• Law no. 103/75
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Values

• Pluralism the key concept
• No time for objectivity, impartiality
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How much can you own?

• Local channels only ('74 court ruling)
• 20% of the (15) available channels
(Legge Mammì)

• 2 channels (Legge Maccanico) --
never implemented

• 20% of the SIC (legge Gasparri)
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How to reform things

• Elect a cohesive centre-left coalition
• Re-elect them
• Draft a media reform bill on day one...
• And hope the Italian court system
hurries up
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More of what I think can be found in. . .

Chris Hanretty. The Italian media
between market and politics. In Andrea
Mammone and Giuseppe A. Veltri,
editors, Italy Today: The Sick Man of
Europe. Routledge, London, 2010.

Thank you.
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